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Slovenia: Market Profile
Major Economic Indicators

Slovenia is the economic front-runner of the Central and Eastern European countries
that have joined the EU since 2004. It was the first in the pack to adopt the euro as
its only currency in 2007. It was also the first of these new member states to hold
the Presidency of the Council of the European Union in the first half of 2008.
Bordering Italy, Austria, Croatia and Hungary, and stretching across the Alps, the
Dinaric Alps and the Pannonian Plain to the Mediterranean, Slovenia, has a superb
geographical position at the heart of the region. Intersected by traditional trade and
transport routes, Slovenia is the location of choice for international companies.
The two Pan-European transport corridors (Corridor V linking Barcelona and Kiev,
and Corridor X from Salzburg to Thessalonica) intersect at the Slovenian capital,
Ljubljana. Shipping to Slovenia’s only cargo port, Port of Koper, means gaining 7 to
10 days for ships arriving from Asia compared with sailing to Europe’s northern
ports.
In line with the national development direction, other than logistics and distribution,
Slovenia’s key industries for investment include automotive, chemicals and
pharmaceuticals, electrical engineering and electronics, ICT, machinery,
metalworking and wood-processing.
To attractive foreign investment, Slovenia has developed an incentive system to give
impetus to foreign direct investment (FDI) expected to create new jobs, transfer
new technologies and know-how and establish new business partnership with local
companies. Key incentives include tax reliefs, cost-sharing grants and co-financing
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for hiring and training. More information can be found at the Public Agency of the
Republic of Slovenia for the Promotion of Entrepreneurship, Innovation,
Development, Investment and Tourism (SPIRIT Slovenia).
The inflows of foreign direct investment (FDI) to Slovenia amounted to US$1.6
billion in 2015. As of the end of 2015, China’s total stock of FDI to Slovenia totalled
US$5 million, up from US$1.4 million in 2006. Investment from Hong Kong, though,
is far from significant.
Hong Kong’s Trade with Slovenia

More Information
More information on the Belt and Road countries’ economic and investment environment,
tax and other subjects that are important in considering investment and doing business
are available in The Belt and Road Initiative: Country Business Guides.
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